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Date:  June 09, 2023  
Re: Enforcement Inspection Guidance for Tree Care and Tree Removal Operations 

On June 24, 2021, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) cancelled the August 21, 2008, OSHA 
Instruction CPL 02-01-045, Citation Guidance Related to Tree Care and Tree Removal Operations (the Tree Care 
Directive). OSHA recognizes that engaging in tree care operations, such as tree trimming and removal, exposes 
workers to hazards such as falls from elevation, struck-by objects (cars, branches), lacerations, and contact with 
energized power lines. Therefore, on June 30, 2021, OSHA issued a memorandum on “Enforcement Inspection  
Guidance for Tree Care and Tree Removal Operations” to compliance safety and health officers (CSHOs)  
inspecting employers engaged in tree care and tree removal operations. 

Per this memorandum, the Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) Division of the North Carolina Department of Labor 
adopts the above-mentioned OSHA enforcement inspection guidance memorandum (attached) for use in North 
Carolina, effective on the date of signature with modifications as listed below: 

CSHOs will disregard references to federal documents not adopted by the OSH Division and will follow guidance 
located on the Field Information System (FIS). This includes the following: 

• References to OSHA’s Field Operations Manual (FOM), Chapter 4.XI.B., will mean the OSH Division FOM,
Chapter XV – Industrial Hygiene Compliance, F.2.a., b., and c. – Violations of the Noise Standard.

• References to OSHA’s FOM, Chapter 4.III, will mean the OSH Division FOM, Chapter IV – Violations, B. -
General Duty Requirement.

• References to Section 5(a)(1) – General Duty Clause will mean NCGS 95-129(1) – General Duty Clause.

• References to OSHA’s FOM, Chapter 5.VI.B.2., will mean the OSH Division FOM, Chapter V – Citations,
E.3.c. – Affirmative Defenses, Impossibility.

• References to OSHA’s FOM, Chapter 5.VI.B.3 will mean the OSH Division FOM, Chapter V – Citations,
E.3.d. – Affirmative Defenses, Greater Hazard.

At the time of issue, any references to footnote 6 will mean footnote 5 as verified by OSHA’s point of contact, Sanji 
Kanth. 
























